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Semenyih Estate (1898)

Perihal

“Remarkable specimens of Para and Rambong rubber are obtained from this property of the Asiatic
Rubber Produce Company, Ltd., of Ceylon, the directors of which are Messrs. G.H. Alston, E.M.
Shattock, R.F.S. Hardy, and C.D. Rotch; the secretaries, Messrs. Lee, Hedges & Co., Ceylon; the
visiting agent, Mr. John Gibson; and the manager, Mr. C. Mitchell. The estate has an area of 709 acres,
54 of which were planted with Para rubber in 1898, 36 acres in 1905, 200 acres in 1906, and 329
acres in 1907, leaving 90 acres in reserve for clearing. In all, 81,162 trees have been set. Tapping was
first started in June of 1906, and in June of the year following the total yield of rubber was 4,635 lbs.,
and this was sold in Ceylon. During the same season 400 piculs of coffee were produced, 300 acres of
the estate having, in earlier days, been planted with coffee, interplanted with rubber.

Originally the estate belonged to Mr. Lau Boon Tit, from whom it was purchased in January, 1906. It is
situated seven miles from Kajang railway station, and one mile from the village of Semenyih. It is
quite near to the main road at the twenty-second mile-post, and is approached by a cart-road. The
land is gently undulating, only one small part of the new clearing showing a hill, rather sharply
defined. The soil is very free, friable, deep, gritty, and porous, and is evidently very well suited for the
cultivation of rubber. The estate buildings are substantially constructed of well-cemented brick and
hardwood timber. Some 350 Tamil labourers are employed. Mr. C. Mitchell, the manager, was for ten
years planting in Ceylon before he came to the Federated Malay States in April, 1906. He took charge
of Sungei Siput estate, and from thence was transferred to the Sembeyah estate.”
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(Sumber: Arnold Wright, 1908: "Twentieth century impressions of British Malaya: its history, people,
commerce, industries, and resources", m.s.393).

Latar Pembukaan

Dibuka oleh Goh Ah Ngee sekitar 1890-an: “As a planter Goh Ah Gnee also deserves a place in the
annals of Selangor. He bought Braemar Estate, Kajang from Messrs. Toynbee and Traill when it was
still in coffee and he opened up Semenyih Estate in the same crop from virgin jungle. Later he
changed over to rubber, but he was one of those who made the mistake of planting the indigenous
Malayan rubber, known as rambong, and he had to cut it out later in favour of Hevea. Goh Ah Gnee's
name is especially associated with the Semenyih district of Selangor, where he founded a large
Chinese settlement and made the first road from the main highway to Broga.” (The Straits Times, 29
July 1933, Page 19:

|
"A JOURNAL IN THE FEDERAL CAPITAL").
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