Help us improve

P ASingapore Government Agency Website How to identify

#nlb NewspaperSG

®

Home

Newspaper Catalogue

.

Share =2 f

Help us improve /m: NL2502

The Straits Times

NEWSPAPER CATALOGUE PUBLICATION DATES SEARCH TERM VISUALISER

SAVED CITATIONS

1950 = June

¥y &

<«

22 -~ Page 10

Previous Article

Government officials will never ask you to transfer money or disclose bank log-in details over a phone call.
Call the 24/7 ScamShield Helpline at 1799 if you are unsure if something is a scam.

What's it like to live in Kajang these days?

Next Article >

What's it like to live
in Kajang these days?
EMERGENCY BACKGROUND

AN

1 a
in Kuala Lumpur
1 was mmlroduced as a

recent party

“Kajangite”. Believe
it or nol, pcople kept
awav from me after
the introduction.

A few bold ones came

up to me after a while
and surprised me with
guestions  like, “Have
you seen the terror-
1sis?”, “Dp you  knew
any of them?", "“Are
they really as bad as
they are supposed to
be””. “How do they
walk about in Kajang?
Armed?”

On! so many question.

And 1 realised how ignorant
people are of things here.
So I decided to invite a
few of them to visit me, “No."
they sald. “We are not arm-
ed We have no escorts,” etc.
Pondering over some of
the things I had been asked
and told, I decided to en-
lighten my friends. Briefly,

AN

A KAJANGITE GIVE
4 REASSURING
ANSWER

gl What's it like to live in Kajang these days?
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30 August 1953 - JUNGLE GREEN CHAPTER TWO of
a great story about the Emergency m Mn East wwk s
chapter tve introduced #o0 a smalt group of British
soldiers recent arrivals to the hajany area of
Selangor. Terrorist activity is reported in Kroya. A

Chinese family has been brutally murdered in a
squatter...

The Straits Times / Article , lllustration

ORDEAL IN THE JUNGLE

27 September 1953 - ORDEAL IN THE JUNGLE
Another exciting extract from Jungle Green 9 ;&lt;&lt;
SENT for Tilley, Johnny and Mike and gave them their
orders. | told Johnny to provide Sergeant Robins with
ten men to come with me on the following day to
ambush the timber kongsi. The rest of the...

The Straits Times / Article, lllustration
SUNGEI SIPUT town under

suspicion...

3 November 1971 - SUNGEI SIPUT town under
suspicion... Gerard Corr By THE black, merry eyes
twinkle and the face worn shiny smooth in seven
decades creases into familiar folds as it enjoys again
the favourite, much- repeated coffee shop joke. "Of
course, everyone in Malaysia thinks we are all
communists in Sungei Siput....

The Straits Times / Article , lllustration
A PARAGRAPH AND A

PATROL

17 July 1949 - by SGT. R. TABER, A Military Observer
u COMBINED military and police party operating in
the Sungei Patani area yesterday captured a bandit
living in a hut some distance from the main road. The
man was unarmed, but several important Communist

manars wara Ais~rauarad’ That



e Wnole tning.
+ No doubt, Kajang has
earned a bad reputation as
A “hot-bed” of Communist

activity, one cannot deny '

that Kajang has become
one of the notorious towns
of Malaya

3

The Kajang Gang is un-
doubtedly led by a  young,
misguided man who was
nurtured and educated in
the township ot Kajang {t-
self What special circum-
stances warped his mind no-
body seems to know,

Among them probably Iis
another man who received
secondary .education_ at
Kajang.

He was a member of the
Anti-Japanese Army and
after it was disbanded he
olned the town's only Eng-

ish School and studied for
two years,

He failed his School Leav-
ing Certificate examination
after the war and was un-
settled in his mind as to a
career He disappeared from
the district when the Gov-
ernment detained all sus-
pects after the Gua Musang
surDriae

- §éie was then considered a
normal, considerate, kind and
helpful se¢hoolboy. He was
good in all games and quite
popular with all boys.

Why then didq he disap-

ear? What is he doing? No-

dy seems to know.

It -was probably his, —old
association with the “three
star” men in the area, and
also his ipability to earn a
romfortable living, that lured
him to the juncle if indeed
he 1s there.

Most of the others In the

-
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Kajang Gang are presumably
lqujatten arll'l:m Sungei Jelok
and Sungel Kantan areas
:sg the tappers from the

The pmot of this assump-
tion is that there were hard-
any able-bodied males at
t.une of evacuation of the
area. A good many rubber

disrtict are women, and
‘mainly Chinese.

¥

The misguided mt:ll ':::
promised a Utop
each of them wouid be a
"king." They were misled into
hvla thlt t.he career of
a lt. and
woum bring
the Sovler. paradise to
Malaya.

The constant bombing of
their hide-outs, the sharp
look-out of the Army and the
police force and the death
and arrest of many of their
comrades must hue cooled
their ardour for wanton des-
truction and taught them a
bitter lesson: but there is no

ratroaas faw thnea wha avra

MUMSIS WEIT UISUUYSISU, 11T,

The Straits Times / Article

Hot Springs at Dusun Tua

20 July 1950 - A FEW miles from the village of Ulu
l.auyat. near Kajang in fi&lt;hingor, are the hot
springs of Dusun Tua '(old orchard). Dusun Tua. on
the way to Kajang. is about 12 miles from Kuala
Lumpur, and in thermal region. It is a tmall village,...

The Straits Times / Article , lllustration
Mawai—a new deal for
squatters

4 December 1949 - Mawai— a new deal for squatters
KATHLEEN HICKLEY by- A SHORT time ago, when the
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. David
ReesWilliams, was visiting Malaya, he said that the
bandits were as much a problem for the civil
administration as for the troops and police. He
meant, of ..

The Straits Times / Article , lllustration

INVADED- BY ANTS

4 October 1953 - HAZARDS OF JIXGLE WARFARE IX
MALAYA "l sa« an army of iheni aclvam-iiii; across
the ground in a solid column three feet wide Another
thrilling extract from the book everyone is talking
about— "Jungle* Green 9 by Major Arthur Campbell
of the Suffolks. The author and his...
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guilty of murder and those
who are closely watched by
their comrades,

They are caught between
the horns of a dilemma.
After having killed nearly a
hundred persons and caused
the loss of several tens of
thousands of dollars of pro-
perty they presumably consi-
der that they cannot ex?ect
anything but utter annihi-
lation

Life 1s sweet evén to a
bandit who has lost all the
finer feelings of a civilised
man. He has become a sym-
bol of anarchy and brutality
but when he is caught he ex-
pects just treatment, mercy
and pardon from the very
Government whose destruc-
tion has been his avowed
object.

.'.

If one looks at a map of
Kajang one will find that
there is little vacant space
in the whole district of Ulu
Langat.

Only the roads and rail-
ways cut the cultivated areas.
All round Kajang are rubber
estates, some of them large
ones.

It is no easy matter to
guard these estates, as it is
gossible to enter them or in-

ltrate into them from all
directions. It is most diffi-
cult to check a bandit or a
part-time bandit with an
identity card.

The bandits living in the
jungle nearby may have
their collectors among the
estate workers. If so, a

ﬁl‘lllld te staff
no great difficulty.

The well-managed and
better-protected estates are
usually left alone. is the
coeroed_futa ‘pariig.— occa.
coe occa-
sional tributes,

The ce of the ban-
dits and their activity is sure
proof that tney have been
successful to some extent in
their intimidation of persons

whom have known well
for several years.
¥

Bombs and shells keep
them on the run constantly
but camp sites are neverthe-
less chosen, sometimes very
close to the road. Thelr pre-
sence is another sure sign
that clandestine assistance
in food 1is given the
workers in the ne ur-
hood, who may be part-time
bandits and part-time
tappers,

The country round Kajang
is rather hilly; the average
level is anything between
100 and 600 feet above the
sea. Visibility from the air is
poor and it is difficult for
anybody to discover g hiding
place in the belukar. Unless .
information is available.



indeed, location of a bandit
camp in the jungle is usual-
ly impossible, as the sites are
normally cunningly chosen.

*

One of the important hid-
ing places is the Ayer Ilam
Forest Reserve, that lies be-
tween Serdang and Puchong,
This plece of jungle, in the
middle of some important
rubber estates and tin
mines, is a favourite haunt
of the bandits,

It is about sixteen square
miles in area and many hills
in it rise to a height of over
500 feet. There are per-
manent tracks and footpaths
in it, particularly in the
south.

It is not difcult for the
tapper and miner-bandits to
intimidate workers in several
parts nearby,

The jungle nearest to
Kajang town is the Sungel
Jelok Forest Reserve.

The Sungel Jelok is a little
stream that joins the Langat
River near the Kajang rail-
way station. It is about ten
miles long and flows through

the jungle, which i8 about
es away.
plece of jungle is

This
only about a l&n.re mile in
area, It is the favourite

haunt of the ex—ﬂm
bandits of &m{l tan
and Sungel Jelo

A stream within the town
area still supplies water; 1t is
of Inferior quality as it g
full of silt on rainy 8.
The efficiency of the Public
Works Department Engineer
and his staff was put to the
et TR S

e e nor-
mal supply.

taring the

thelr familiar hide-outs from
tel'le l’:ut ] e that stretch-
Semenyih mv:n. Jo0, aad,

These are co-extensive
with the virgin forests that
stretch beyond the State of
Se into Negri Sembilan
and ang across the Main
Range.

The reason for these ban-
dits’ persistent return to the
Same area is the fact that
most of them used to be
squatters living around
Kajang.




In the earlier days. they
returned home after dark to
:let:e 'ttgg atxl:‘duo’ther neces-
m thelr families
:lr::gdsnmsam ware pa.m
eners an art-
time bandits. -

After the burning and des-
truction of the huts and the
evacuation of the elderly
people and children, who
were the only persons found
in the cultivated areas, the

bandits found it rather risky
to approach the town,
Their organisation for in-
timidation and the getting
of food supplies has appa-
rently not been completely
broken, but the vigilance of
the Army and the police,
and the control of the move-
ment of food supplies, have
-made it harder than ever for
the bandits to come within
a few miles of the town
without being detected.

*

Malayans outside Kajanf
believe that the people o
this town are lving in a
veritable hell. When they
pass t.hronﬁg the district
during the Yy, or at n.lﬁt.
they do so nervously. e
numerous accidents which
have taken place, as a rule
far outside the main town,
have given the impressi

that an armed bandit lurks
behind every tree and bend.

Does the emerge affect
the 35,000 people of Ulu Lan-
ma Tothe %'Do

of any o areas
the le go about their
work lrembll:t? :

I should say no, not all—

thanks to the security forces
stationed in Kajang, with-
out whom it would be into-
lerable,

The curfew affects the
business of the petty trader
and the food seller; it af-
fects the recreation of the
office and shop workers who
have little time for sport or
recreation,

But in a way the curfew is
a blessing. Peo(?le mind their
business behind closed doors,
children return from their
play by half-past six, or at
the Jatest a few minutes
before seven, and have ample
time to study.

Husbands are forced to
stay at home and the house-
wives are doubly happy—
they need not keep awake
late at night for the return
of their husbands from clubs,
cinemas or parties; and
money once spent in luxury
and entertainment is now
available for the more neces-
sary things of life. So the
homes are quite happy.

Parents have more time
pay attention to their child-
ren. The old rule, “Early to
bed and early rise makes a
man healthy and wealthy



and wise,” is followed by
most people in Kajang,

A few people who can af-
ford the luxury of going to
Kuala Lumpur for entertaln-
ment or shopping do so on
Saturdays and Sundays and
return before the curfew

hour.
*

The only people who go
about Kajang trembling
are the nightbirds—and, of
course, the bandits. The rest
of the people in Kajang sleep
in peace, having full confid-
fnce in the guardians of the
aw,

Early in the morning evry-
body gets busy.

Some prepare a hurried
meal and walt for the clock
to show 6.30, when the cur-
few is over and life begins
again. These are the rubber
tappers, the P.WD. and
Sanitary Board workers.
newspaper boys and bread
vendors.

Everybody is In a hurry,

particularly the rubber tap-
pers. who normally earn
more by going to work In the
early hours of the morning to
collect the maximum amount
of latex,

Whatever Malayans out-
side Kajang think of them,
the people of Kajang are
cheerful. Neither the roar of
to base, nor the mortar
bombing at odd hours of
the night interferes #/ith ihe
daily routine work and rest.

As a matter of fact, the
noise of a jeep at midnight or
in the early hours of the
morning. or the sound  of
footsteps from a police patrol
gives. the citizens complete
confidence in the security
forces.

When any incidents oceur,
the people of Kajang. like
any others in the remotest
part of Malaya ask, “What,
when, where?"” They go about
their work unconcernedly.

This is not complacency,
it is confidence in the Gov-
ernment and in law and
authority,

g‘
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Beaching a Perahu Payang at Perupok, Kelantan.—Photo by C. A. Gibson Hill.
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