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Sukkur Barrage Successfully Completed.
LARGEST PROJECT OF ITS

KIND IN THE WORLD ?

Perennial Irrigation Of 64 Million
Acres.

The Sukkur Barrage, recently completed, is the largest in-
dividual irrigation project in India or possibly in the
world. It will bring perennial irrigation to an area of 6,
million acres, about half of which is at present uncul-
tivated desert land; it should bring wealth and prosperity
to a large area of Sind, a province remarkable for its
deserts and the poverty of its inhabitants.

The successful completion of this undertaking has de-
pended to a considerable extent on the use of excavators,
of which there were no fewer than 46 employed, all of
which were supplied by Ruston and Hornsby, or Bucyrus-
Erie, now joined in the British company of Ruston-Bucyrus
Ltd., represented in Malaya by the United Engineers Ltd.

ITHIN recent years many great
irrigation projects have added
to the prosperity of India, the two'
greatest being the Sukkur Barrage,
and the Sutlej Valley Punjab pro-
ject. The sum total of the irriga-
tion projects in the Punjab are of
much greater extent than the Suk-
kur Project, and they have already
brought incalculable benefits to the
people of that district where for-
merly famine was an annual spectre
in the land.

To understand the Sukkur and
the Punjab projects it is necessary
to visualise the great plain that
siretches from the foot-hills to the
Himalayas, covering almost the
whole of the Punjab, Bikaner State, |
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A GREAT IRRIGATION WORK.

13 January 1932 - Opening of the Lloyd Barrage.
Rugby, Jan. 12. A memorable event in Indian history
will take place tomorrow, when *&gt;-» Viceroy, Lord
Willingdon, will open the world's largest irrigation
system, the Lloyd Barrage at Sukkur, and a network
of seven huge canals by which a sun-parch-ed...

The Straits Times / Article , lllustration
MALAYA'S TIN MINERS ARE
MOVING A RIVER!

15 May 1955 - A story of long-range planning and
enterprise THE colossal task, which is now in
progress, cf moving the Kinta River into a straight 23
miles channel south of Ipoh will release for tin-
mining an area of roughly 1,250 acres having an
estimated content...

The Straits Times / Article

HUGE IRRIGATION SCHEME.

27 May 1933 - Vakhsh Canal To Irrigate 120,000
Hectares. The construction of the first section of the
Vakhsh irrigation canal will be completed by the
spring 1934 and 40,000 hectares of Tadjikistan's
waterless desert wil' thus be irrigated. This enormous
tract of irrigated desert is to be planted with
Egyptian...

The Straits Times / Article
FROM JUNGLES TO RICE
FIELDS?

20 May 1930 - i Irrigation Schemes In The FM.S.
DREDGES AND RIVER BARRAGES NECESSARY. (From
Our Own Correspondent.) Kuala Lumpur, .May 19. As
a result of Sir Cecil dementi's interest in rice
production, renewed atten- tion is now being given to
schemes for the creation of padi-growing areas...

The Straits Times / Article

ROHRI'S COMPLAINT.
15 April 1932 - Water Supply Affected By Sukkur
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banawalpur otatve, dina, daown 10,
the Arabian Sea, an area of ubout'

t 200,000 square miles, 700 to 800
i miles long ‘and of irregular width.

»" It is a flat alluvial plain, with
, bearcely an appreciable rise or hill

iwhich they are located. The word
Punjab is a corruption of Panjnad,
meaning “the five rivers.” They
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Barrage. Hyderabad (Sind), Mar. 21. The effect of the
Sukkur Barrage on the water supply of Rohri, a ‘'own
on the left bank of the Indus and the site of the
Barrage, has caused a great deal of concern there.
The water supply...

The Straits Times / Article

MESOPOTAMIA.

22 October 1912 - Progress of the Great Irrigation
Scheme. The following account of the progress
made in the first portion of the works under Sir
William Willcocks's scheme for the irrigation of
Mesopotamia has been received by Heater's agency.
Tho works are being carried out by Sir John Jacks
&lt;n (Limited), for...

The Straits Times / Article, lllustration
Engineering, building skill has
come with long war to keep

out the sea

3 December 1961 - Engineering, building skill has
come with long war to keep out the sea THE tourist
who visits the extreme north of the Netherlands sees
that most villages are built on mounds which
protrude far above the flat country mounds obviously
raised by the hand of man. They are the hydraulic...
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Bungsar Road Power Station, Kuala Lumpur.

|are the Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas
and Sutlej. :
These rivers all join together be-
fore leaving the south-west toe of
@ the Punjab to join the Indus, one of
the mightiest and longest rivers in
the world, which has its source at a
height of over 20,000 feet in the
remote Tibetan plateau, not far
from that of the Sutlej, though four
great rivers come between, before

'mm-
‘l‘lprlnucommcu;tto rise in|
S
that of flood level so that water can'
flow at all times into the canals
which start from the barrage
points, ; |
@ So completely has this principle
thatdurlntﬂzltwlli:nhrthl;mdyuy
water flows in the aetual river beds,
bdowthebmthm“;ithanl
diverted into the irrigation canals,
and the Punjab has become one ofl
the world’s large producers of
it e b ok
There are no fewer than ten such
at different points on the
five rivers and others under con-,
supply wal three-quarters i
the whole of the Punjab, and, in-/}
cluding the final feeders, have a
total length running into hundreds
() [cfthomods o i, and e s |
uﬂ'lt.h._l o .
of mlyltemotthol’nnjnb'
}am.um'mmm'i
the world. 3 \
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works radiate seven main canals
which will give continuous irriga-
,tion over the large area mentioned.

The site chosen is at Sukkur,
where the Indus has broken
through a low barrier of sedimen-
tary limestone, and where its width

left and right bank canal regulators,
is 4,600 feet. The " height above
low-water level to which the bar-
rage will raise the water level, so
that it flows into the canals, is

@ about 12 feet.
| It is not the object of this article

to deal with the actual construction

An Anxious Time.
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.|ed to, including completely enclosed s

.| dust-proof Diesel engines. '8

In other places, there is ground |

8o hard that blasting has had to be t
|resorted to in the centre line of the |

canal to assist the dragline buckets. ¢

There are practically no roads in

'|Sind, and tramway tracks from the
nearest railway station have had to
'|be used for supplying the large
steam machines. of the small

Diesel machines are miles out in the

desert, away from railways Ol"f

It is usual to make a beatani
track to such machines alongside g
the canal they are digging, over ,
/| which all supplies are taken, fuel oil, t

water, food, ,ete., by motor lorry,
@ bullock cart or camel. e
Some of the more isolated
machines had to rely entirely on;

camel rt. The operators of
‘| such m:u have very un-t

pleasant living conditions, as they 2
must live in tents, close to the ,

move on. Theii: drinking water is ;
not improved by a M journey in|
petrol tins on the of camels, ',
and it is very ‘difficult to get fresh
meat or vegef.atiles to the camps. |
All es work on a
shift basis, 'night and day, summer
and winter. ' During the summer,
especially m; Mayv and June, the
temperatu re at ncon is seldom far
from 115 degrees in the shade
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The electrical sub-station at Kajang which supplies the town of Kajang and the rubber factories on the west
country estates with power. (Photo: 0. Y. Kok.)

..r_._
- R AR e -




ik

A modern power station in the Malay States. ;;H;hlz)l-nulud-hu-. Kuala Lumpur. (Photo :
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