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Kuala Lumpur, Mar. 18,

THE largest rubber factory in Malaya
will close down in June. This un-
paralleled slump, which has made so

changes in the agricultaral and

aspects of the rubber

in the last two years, is about to a!u'-
come the most ambitious cnt!rpﬂl.
factory practice which this country has

yet seen,

At t:e h(e:ixlu ?f t{: boom some years
ago the entra
Kajang, Selangor, was ndm
half a million pounds
contributed by twelve m
fifteen thousand acres ol‘-nh
Thg factory is equipped thtrty-.ﬂﬂ
heavy machines arranged in
teries and _driven by a 150 h.p.
engine. When the sheds are
there is enough crepe ng in th- to
stretch from Kajang to

Those are a few vivid quwiieh show
the size of the factory, and anyone who
knows the mechanical equipment of an
average Malayan estate, consisting 'mli
ly of a few small mangles dﬂv by a
five h.p. engine, will not need to be wu
how far }:M {r;m ordinary
Central Rubber
are, of course, a f.“ﬂa
in Malaya. The F.M.S, R‘lh
also in the Kajang district, has a
known one serving their own elhﬂ.
the Dunlop Company is adopting the
group principle, but the Central Rubber
Factory is by far the largest in the
country.

Started Before The War,

Considering how recently it is that
planters have taken any great interest
in the radical reorganisation of factories,
it is surprising to find that the Cerntral
Rubber Factory was opened us far back
as 1911, thanks in the main to the Kin-
dersiey brothers, pioneer planters in the
l\aJunL district,

It was enlarged from time to time and
when it was running on full production
several years ago it was owned by a
group of six estates and received the out-
put of another six. Two of the part-
ners in the enlerprise have closed down as
a result of the slump and the other four
have decided to make sheet instead of
crepe rubber, and to make it on their own

estates. mmequonxly there will soon be
no_work for the’ central factory to do.
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HOW BIG BUSINESS SETS
ABOUT RUBBER PLANTING.

12 December 1931 - Eleven Thousand Tons Annually
From Dunlop Estates. BUDGRAFTING, MODERN
FACTORIES AND CENTRAL OFFICE. The Dunlop
Rubber Plantations, situated in southern Malaya,
form one of the largest and most progressive units in
any of the Eastern rubber-producing countries. The
managing director of this company,...

The Straits Times / Article
CENTRAL FACTORIES FOR

ESTATES.

20 August 1931 - Vigorous Criticisms Of Present
Practice. THE "F.(XB." FETISH. AN INDUSTRY QUT OF
A JUNGLE WEED. | "It is insullici.ntly realised that
rubier K r »wiii|; has become a busii.i proposition.
With many it slili re- mains t'.ie must itltg rultisation
of a lur*le weeii the world...

The Straits Times / Article
FACTORY REFORM IN
MALAYA.

24 March 1932 - Output Quadrupled. NEW IDEAS FOR
RUBBER ESTATES. The Rubber Research Institute
has published a booklet of great importance to the
rubber plantation industry in Malaya. Its author is Mr.
R. O. Bishop, head of the chemical division of the
Institute, am) its objects are explained by...

The Straits Times / Article

The Rubber Position.

26 July 1913 - PLANTATION IN RELATION TO PARA.
Need for Restricted Output. The following article has
been contributed by Mr. C. C. Malet:During the last
few weeks there has been much searching of heart in
Malaya— and elsewhere— as to whether there is or
will be any profit in rubber...
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Une does not want to enter into techni-
calities of ‘he various processes by 'hleh
the latex of the rubber ll.l is turned into
a substance convenient for shipping and
sufiea Lo un requirerents of the manu-
x}m d..‘. Suffice n‘wthuy that Mr. John

Tan maumr o e Rubber
Factory, believes that, i for the
premium on crepe rubber, its

1s still worth while, and tlllt those estates
which continue to maké erepe will reap
their reward later on &sunh of
erepe will have di-ilitbd he market
will be even more gluthd wtth sheet
rubber than it is already.

Naturally the compnh- which have
built smoke-houses rather than continue
to make crepe in the Central Factory hold
the contrary opinion. But it is a mﬁ.
for experts, and may be left to them.

A Modern Conception.

What makes the Central Rubber
Factory worth writing about in an article
addressed to the lay public, however, is
not that it makes crepe but that it Is a

utsyul factory, and is therefore npreun—
mtm- of a new and more efficient develo
ment in the organisation of the mbber*b-«
dustry in Malaya.

The economic wastefulness of an in-
dustry made _up of lnuumnblo small
St oS -

ts, is w Tecognised, and
while the difficulties in the way of ad-
ministrative reorganisation are
there seems to be hope that the indus
will be converted to large-scale
of factory practice.

The expert opinion in flvour of such l

reform is im we.
the Rubber lnﬁt‘

a booklet in vhkh tlu r.
B. J. Eaton, points that quite recently the
output of dry sheet rubber in some estate
factories ha; been increased from
m per hour to 1,500 or 2,000 pounds.
need not

director to see the be-mp]:u"thmor s Bt
o;n.o cost of roduc;}o:’l“ mth.tlml
also says: “We are

sheeting factories for areas of 5,000
6,000 acres are possible, and indeed such
factories are now being adopted.”

Mr. Bishop’s Warning.

Mr. R. O, Bishop, the head of
chemical division of the Institute and
author of this booklet, says that not
cost of production but quality of
is affected by wrgrovement of tmry
plant, and he reminds planters of
ominons fact that already there is mcﬁ
cally no ditference between the markst
prices for estate rubber and rubber from
the Chinese re-milling factories, so that
only by concentrating on striet uniformity
of quality can the
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estates maintain an
advantage over the mﬂnuﬂhdﬂn

industry.
The Malayan rabber industry is fortun-

i :..“:“" g
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19 October 1934 - The Old Order Lingers— What A
Planter Has Learned In Four Years— The Iron Hand
Of Absent Control* (By Our Planting Correspondent.)
It will be admitted by the older generation of planters
that never in so short a period In the history of the
rubber plantation Industry...

The Straits Times / Article

Rubber in the EM.S.

5 September 1914 - REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF
AGRICULTURE. A Comprehensive Survey. Mr. Lewton
Brain, Director of Agriculture, FM.S., in reporting on
the activities of his department during 1913, devotes
a great deal of space to the rubber industry in the
States. Tlie urtater part of his remarks are...

The Straits Times / Article , lllustration

MALAYAN PLANTING TOPICS.

24 August 1934 - Domestic Restriction Some
Methods That May Be Appliedr-What Managers Will
Have To Decide. (By Our Planting Correspondent.)
IyHILE | am writing these notes several thousand
miles from Malaya, | have little doubt that one of the
main topics among planters today is that of what
formor...

Show More
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One benefit which has come out of the
hard times on estates is increased culti-

vation of foodstuffs by the labourers
themselves. The law has always required
that an estate should allow each labourer
with dependents one sixteenth of an
acre for cultivation or grazing, but this
leguhtion never seems to have been
enforced strictly. Today both managers
and labourers are now making a serious
effort to put it into practice. Many
estates have funds enough to carry on
a certain amount of work even if they
slov tapping, and the labourers that will
Le retained will be those who are able
tv eke out a smal]l cash allowance with
the produce of their own gardens.

The Dunlop Estates have recently
taken up this matter in earnest and therc
is one estate in Selangor, Sungei Ramal,
which has no less than twenty acres of
market gardens cultivated by Chinese
who work on the estate when required.
Undoubtedly there is a lot of valley land
on estates which could be used for
gardens or rice fields, and the advantages
of encouraging land settlement on and
around estates were never more com-
pelling than they are today,

Departmental Views,

The opinions of the Labour Depart-
mént on this matter were expressed in
@ circular issued last year, in which it
was remarked that “if such allotments
over the country had been bigger in area
and larger in number the heavy expense
incurred in repatriation in 1930 and 1931
would have been considerably reduced.”

The point of view of the labourer is
worth noting. In his own country he
is a peasant living on what he produces
himself. He comes to Malaya, he is
expected to live in “lines,” and he works
for wages on a rubber estate. He suffers
rhysically and morally from the change,
and whatever the estates can do to
create an Indian peasant class in this
country, living on their own holdings but
available to do a certain amount of
estate work, will go towards remedying
an_artificial and unhealthy situation.

The Labour Department put this
argument before ‘the planters in its
recent circular.  “Immigrant agri-
cultural labourers,” said the Department,
“who have passed their youth in their
own countries come to lﬁhyn with a
general knowledge and a practical ex-
perience of agriculture. In Malaya all
this may be forgotten and there is a
danger that their children may grow up
with no knowled~~ save that of the
cultivation of rubber or coconuts, for
which they may in time acquire a pro-
found dislike.”




These are some of th'e thirty-seven creping machines with which the
factory is equipped. The output during the hectic years of 1926 and 1927
Was enormous.
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The power plant of the factory is a 150 h.p. Diesel engine If there
were more central factories in (he rubber areas of Malaya the cost of
preparing Malayan rubber for the manufacturer might be reduced.
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