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eace comes to a ‘bad’
town—after five years

by
GEOFFREY

® GELDARD
"A\JANG is a Malay
word. the name of
4 tvpe of natural roof-
ne  material. But in
nelish, Chinese,
amil and Malay it has
also  come  to mean
Mood and \'iOl(‘l\(‘t‘.
he bavonet and  the

moed wun.

24 « the main
~ Langat dis-
south o Selangor.
main trunk
s south or




A5 TO See Vivl=

1.ts of violence.
ng 12 months /1
ad/ toeo there.

v, the fifth an-
of e declaration
nerzency, I went to
.

Kajang no longer
<ot ol Tear and suspicion.
ST Wadict things that, "ha'e
IS8 o Kajang and 1ts
Mce 148 . are but a
a unpleasant me-
no longer a guide
FSLto COmMe.
v the peonle of Ka-
recained their con-
i thelr townis . as
weful as anv place
the Federation as
' n the long. hot
Emereency’  and
ime tor theplast
e

\
L.

'ANG on -Thursday 1
(Wo | ‘planters: wives
Nothing special about
unless  you flick
Amory baeck to even a
. never-anind four or
rs.” The car I saw to-
no ugly armour plat-
«becial constables with
"Mfles sat with the two
and there were no
n the shopping

]

dow different it was a
0. . Since the dav in
48 when little Bobby
was murdered as "
1 his parents and 12-
brother in the car
thom  to safety from
te a few miles from
own,

They did not get very close
to that safcty. 'The Kajang
Gang of terrorists. then pow-
erful and vicious, waited by
the side of "the estate ' roa.d
and they killed that little boyv
and wounded lis parents and
brother.

M. . lbaad A A Aldild s $tlaad
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estate road was the signal ¢l
absolute cutrage. and terror,
and  a sigit-to the -planters
of Kaiane district that. they
woere in o the frong line-of a
battle of death in which . ne
quarter would be eiven.

So the planters strengtheli-
ed their defences and practis-
ed their aim. With even great-
er ureency for four long years
the loaded gun was beside the
pillow in the estate bedroom.
ready at the hip in the club
and the cinema, and at nieght
the croak of the bullfrog was
disturbed by the anery and
terrifying explosion of enemy
rifles.

Day and night there was
dangor at every turn on the
lonely estate,  Yet today the
guns are in desk drawers,
under piles of papers and let-
ters angd the planters’ wives
can come to Kajang unafraid
and unarmed.

2t

ND :ihe bloodstains on the
floor rof a coffee=shop
in the main stireet of Kajang
have long beon washed away.
On Thursday the old men
gossiped around the table on
that spot. But. a vear aco ‘it
was still a place of fear. as il
had been sinee. the day in
1950 “ when  terrorists came
throuch the back door and
shot an innocent man dead.

And the taps in Kajanz
now give water. But ‘he
people remember August 1949
when the Kajang Gany
smashed two miles of pive-
line and cut the town off from
its water supply because the
people were mot helping them,
For days 31,000 suffered hard-
ship as a result.

3

])AY after aay. for four

years, Kajang was re-
mnded - of the Emergency.
Wiahtine eould be hearn.



B B ea At —— — .

sometimes near, sometimes i

the distance. The crump ot
mortars, the rumble of bomhs
The sudden dash of police
trucks loaded with armed no.
of a jungle squad. leaving 1 he
police station, the bodies of
terrorists _being "dumped 1.
ceremoniously in the police
station yard, where ali whno
passed by could see them. .he
funeral processions,

For four ycars these thinags
happened many times. Bul
in the past year the sounds
and signs of terrorism have
[aded. 'and = Kaiane '‘has fci-
lowed other towlis Cick to tn=
near-normal,

The 'District Oflices < 4,
Haji _Abdul Azizz told me.
“Oh yes things are het'
here now, very much tetter
hive been herd 1or three yoals
and''it 18 eagy dor nte 1o s
the chanee that has come
the rast year.”

He was'specigfy enct.rar
by ‘the _new attitude of n tixé
people in the outizing villasg -
“We usec.to visit them anad
get blank leooks and the
Chinese pretended thay thev
did not understand Malay or
English. But now we gel
smiles and co-operation, anl
we can talk together, Thoy
all have a greater eonfide o
now."” |
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NURING  Covonation WVeer
every viiage, as well as
Kajang town, had celeura-
tions. and all ‘races ioined in
whale-heartedly.

The village Gommittees 'uh
are  oocomine Clively  bodics
iow. There ispeagerness
takolpart i civiculife Im e
o vast Chdnde in the™prtitude
oi-the people.

But there-are &) Lelroviow
incthe hills closerby the tow:;
Conp unistss d'e St l-atDg 1
the viliages = and gampon!
andron . ihe estates.

Tharn  ara  <till ineidents
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There was o Jnurder iast
month. and shots were fired i
a poilce  truck on the maiu
road on the night of June 6
But to the people of Kaiar
I'te is now delighttul, When
for months vou have had to
stay - indoorg n.ght after
night pecause o!f a striet cur-
few, freedom tastes g00d,
The people of Kajang hope

@ that the sixth vear of the
Emergency wily allow them to
wipe out the bag record, and
the_name of thelr town wiil
once agiain mean omly some-

th'ng that can cive ghelter.

Vo it

Kians—n the old days. Mundreds of people crowd the strcet beside the police station to watch
the arrival of dead banditg atter a clash with the First Sutfolks
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