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British troops carry the bloodied body of a
communist prisoner in fascinating colourised photos
from the 1950s 'Malayan Emergency'

« Images show troops trekking through the tropical terrain of the former British colony Federation of Malaya
Amazingly, the brutal conflict, which claimed 10,000 lives, was never branded a war for insurance purposes
Rubber plantations and tin-miners pushed for 'emergency' because insurers would not pay out if it was a
'war’

It was a conflict fought between UK, Commonwealth and other security forces against Malaysian
communists
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Colourised photographs of British troops fighting during in the Malayan Emergency show the brutality of the battle
that claimed 10,000 lives.

The conflict against communist insurgents was dubbed 'Britain's Vietnam', and images show troops trekking
through the tropical terrain of the former British-colony then known as the Federation of Malaya.

Other pictures depict some of the 35,000 British troops deployed in the conflict carrying what appears to be a tied
up communist prisoner on a pole through the jungle, whilst another shows one of the troops relaxing in his
hammock with a dog for company.
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Amazingly, the battle was never branded a war due to insurance purposes.

The prevalent rubber plantations and tin-mining industries had pushed for the use of the term 'emergency’ instead,
since their losses would not have been covered by insurers had it been called a 'war".




bound over a wooden pole. Taken from a conflict against communist insurgents known as 'Britain's Vietnam', images show
troops trekking through the tropical terrain of the former British-colony then known as the Federation of Malaya
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British troops are led through shoulder-high water as they wade through the jungle's rivers in the brutal, drawn-out Malayan
Emergency.
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British soldiers land in Malaysia having been dropped off by a helicopter. Amazingly, the battle was never branded a war due
to insurance purposes. The prevalent rubber plantations and tin-mining industries had pushed for the use of the term
‘emergency' instead, since their losses would not have been covered by insurers had it been called a 'war'
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A British troop relaxes in ahammock whilst reading a book W|th a dog by his side. Described as a guerilla war, the Malayan
Emergency was a conflict fought between the UK, Commonwealth and other security forces against Communist insurgents in
Malaysia. It lasted from 1948 to 1960 and began after a period of sustained civil unrest in the region
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Described as a guerilla war, the Malayan Emergency was a conflict fought between the UK, Commonwealth and
other security forces against Communist insurgents in Malaysia.

It lasted from 1948 to 1960 and began after a period of sustained civil unrest in the region.
The Malayan economy was left in turmoil following the withdrawal of Japan at the end of the Second World War.

Attempts were made by the British administration to repair the country's economy, as revenue from Malaya's tin
and rubber industries were important to Britain's own post-war recovery.

However, food was scarce and expensive, wages were low and unemployment was high. Significant labour unrest
resulted in a large number of strikes between 1946 and 1948.

Protesters were dealt with harshly during the strikes, with many being arrested and deported. This resulted in
protesters becoming more and more militant.
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The Malayan Emergency was sparked on June 16, 1948, by the first overt act of war; three European plantation
managers were killed at Sungai Siput, Perak, and retaliation against Communist insurgents was swift.
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British troops and their allies march through the jungle during the Malayan Emergency. The Malayan economy was left in
turmoil following the withdrawal of Japan at the end of the Second World War. Attempts were made by the British
administration to repair the country's economy, as revenue from Malaya's tin and rubber industries were important to Britain's
own post-war recovery
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Three helicopters branded G, J and K fly over the dense jungle in whlch the 12-year battle was fought. Back in Britain, food
was scarce and expensive, wages were low and unemployment was high during the battle. Significant labour unrest resulted
in a large number of strikes between 1946 and 1948

The photos we caringly brought into the 21st century by Electrician, Royston Leonard, 55, who discussed modern
attitudes towards the conflict.

'Unfortunately, the war is more or less forgotten today, it is not even known as a war, just an emergency of which
there was 12 years of fighting,' he said.

'The images really bring to life just how tough the conditions were where the combat was taking place.

'The original pictures were in poor condition and not of good quality so most needed repairing before | could begin




the colourisation process.

‘Al in all, to repair and colour the photos it took around 50 hours.'

The Malayan Emergency, which saw thousands of deaths, lasted from 1948 until 1960 and started after the armed
wing of the Malayan Communist Party began wreaking havoc in the British colony.
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A group of soldiers trek through the rivers of Malaysia. Anti-war protesters in Britain were dealt with harshly during the
strikes, with many being arrested and deported. This resulted in demonstrators becoming more and more militant
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View gallery

Four ritlsh roops carry supplies up a hill on their shoulders (left) while soldiers inspect a local's bag (right). The Malayan
Emergency, which saw thousands of deaths, lasted from 1948 until 1960 and started after the armed wing of the Malayan
Communist Party began wreaking havoc in the British colony
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A soldier directs a bus, which has pulled up alongside a tank. The conflict was labelled as an 'emergency' because insurers

would not have compensated plantation and mine owners, whose livelihoods were under attack from communist insurgents,
had it been labelled a 'war'
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Malaya was granted its independence in 1957 and despite this appeasing many communists the combat continued for another
three years until British and Commonwealth forces had freed most of the country from terrorist activity. It goes down as one
of the few successful counter-insurgency operations undertaken by Western forces during the Cold War

The conflict was labelled as an 'emergency' because insurers would not have compensated plantation and mine
owners, whose livelihoods were under attack from communist insurgents, had it been labelled a 'war'.

Malaya was granted its independence in 1957 and despite this appeasing many communists the combat continued
for another three years until British and Commonwealth forces had freed most of the country from terrorist activity.

It goes down as one of the few successful counter-insurgency operations undertaken by Western forces during the
Cold War.
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captain boing, london, United Kingdom, 8y ago

Meant an EXTRA grip at the front............ and | think these are Aussies and the Native troops with them have Owen Smg
with vertical mag.
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captain boing, london, United Kingdom, 8y ago
Lithgow made Bren as well.
f X ® Clicktorate {} 4 4o
Simusleanad, Toronto, 8y ago

Really stiff old style photo work. Sort of pathetic. Anytime you see soldiers supposedly "in combat" strung out close together
moving towards the photog, it reeks of a staged effort or massive incompetence.
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JustAnotherVoice, New York, United States, 8y ago
Ah the days of treating the enemy as an enemy.
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